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Diſcourſe, which is but a neceſſary tho mſufficient expreſ- 
775 of reſpect for the civility of Tour Requeſt, and of gra- 
litude for the honour of Tour Approbation. 5 

Tour unanimous 8 of ſome Papers and Pamphlets, 
which with no leſs ingratitude than inſolence Libel the PA R- 
LIAMENT, tho it will be ſufficiently known to the infamy 
of the Authors, cannot be too ſoon publiſh'd to the honour of Tour 
Zeal and of that renoum d Oracle of the Law, who with equal 
warmth and eloque nce recommended them to Nur Animadver ſion 
in his celebrated Charge. 

Surely this preſent PARLIAMENT ought to be men- 
lion d with: the greateſt reverence by the Subjects, which has 
receiv'd ſuch high Approbation from the Throne. For * by 
* Their ſupplys exceeding all that have been granted in one Sel- 
4ſion 70 any of Her MAFEST Y'S Predeceſſaurs, They have 
" tranſcended the hopes of T beir beſt Friends, and diſappointed 
* thoſe of Their greateſt Enemys. | 

With what wondrous Dexterity have They cur'd thoſe jong 
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and ſecret bleedings of the National Treaſure, without affeR. 
ing the Circulation? And for the recruits of this a . a, 


for t 


 . ef PARLIAMENT, 'tis a no leſs honourable than juſt re. 
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which made the whole head ſick and the whole heart faint, wy 
what ſurprize to the World and renown to the Great Author 
have They open d a Trade in diſtant Regions, which will prob 
bly be the preſent ſupport of the Nation, and the enriching of P.. 
2 he Proſecution of this heavy War and the Proviſim And 

eſe heavy Debts, the Reeſtabhſhment of Credit and the in. | 
largement of Trade © muſt convince all that are not deſigned 


e ob/tinate, how dear the intereſt of the Nation is to that H.. 
ce yourable Aſſembly. 


T his is the unanimous Yoice of the People thro all the coaſts 
of Iſrael: But our Capital, Jerutalem, proclaims Them wort 
of this univerſal Applauſe, in that They have ſhew'd Their love 
to the Nation, by building its Sinagogues. 

And ſince theſe Libels are far inferiour to the Animaduerſion 


ſentment in You» as it was in Abiſhai, t check the blaſphemy 
of theſe Shimeis, who preſume to cat their curſes and ſtones at 
David even at the head of his Mighty Men, and that not in the 
declenſion, but proſperity of their affairs. And ibo the clemency 
of Our Sovereign, equal to David's, may ſcreen the head's of 
theſe Revilers at preſent, Tet as Nour Preſentment has ſet q 
brand of infamy upon them, ſo God will, we truſt, bring them 
under the more * neceſſily of Shimei, to come one day, and 
with bended knee to ſupplicate whom they have inſulted, and ti 
lift up thoſe bands for pardon, which now caſt ſtones with ſuch 
deſperate defiance. 

As This Precedent of Tour Zeal will doubtleſs have a diffi 
five influence, ſo under its Patronage this Diſcourſe however im. 
per fect will, we hope, not be altogether unſerviceable to the ll it's 
Publick. I am with the deepeſt Reſpect, 


GENTLEMEN, | 


Your molt Obedient BB L 
and 
Humble Servant 5 ci 


* 
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n And ſaid to the ſudges, Take heed what ye ao : for 
| ye Judge not for Man, but for the Lord, who it 
with you in the Judgement. 


HE Judgements of God in his Providential go- 
vernment of the world are ſecret and unſearch- 
able, being beyond the reach of our thoughts, 
as well as equity of our ways. But tho' the Fudge of 
all the earth condeſcends not to declare the reaſons of 
the times, nor the uniformity of his Judicial proceed- 
ings, yet he generally makes the Juſtice of them conſp1- 
cuous to the world. Thus in the great image of David, 
the Wiſdom of his judgements is unſearchable, like 106 
"ey WF great deep; but the Righteouſneſs of them is viſible, pea. 36. 6. 
F ftanding ihe the high mountains. 
tg But in Human governments the Judicial Acts of Men 
em WF paſs on the open Theatre of the world, ſubject to the 
and WF animadyerſion of Princes, and cenſure of Subjects. Not- 
7% FF withſtanding there is ſo great an intricacy inthe know- 
uch ledge of Human Laws, ſo great a variety in their vaſt 
extent, ſuch various evalions and artifice in the execution 
7. ot them; that the Current of Human Zuſtice may in 
'm- ſome meaſure be reſembled to zhe great deep; in that 
the Y it's true motions and reaſons cannot be known by a Po- 
pular view, nor ſometimes by the deepeſt inquiſition 
of Princes. 
Since then there muſt be ſuch ſecret opportunitys 
of perverting Juſtice thro' the imperfection of Human 
Laws, and ſuch ſtrong temptations to do it thro' the 
corruption of human nature, and ſince the perverting 
of Juſtice muſt be attended with conſequences perni- | 
eious to the Pubtick, and thoſe muſt be accounted for 
before that Lord, for whom they Judge, this mult 
1 deeply 
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deeply impreſs the Admonition of the Text on the 
Juages of the * to take heed what T hey do. 

This was the ſolemn Admonition of King Jehofha: 
pbat to thoſe Perſons, whom, as the preceding verſe 
tells us, he ſet to be jwdees in the land throughout all 
the citys of Judab: an Admonition worthy of a King, 
wile and religious ! religious, in that he reſigu d hi 
Judicial authority to it's proper origine, 10 wrt, to the 
Lord; wiſe, as La that no argument could ſo 
ſtrongly oblige Magiſtrates to tate heed what they a, 
as the conſideration, that They judge for the Lord 

A Doctrine very becoming this holy Sanctuary of 
the Lord; where the (word of Juice like Goliah's is 


1520.21.5. as it Were, taken from behind the hoy Place, and com- 


mitted into 7dmr hands; where Ni that bear it, ſur. 
rounded with all the inferiour Magiſtrates, do by an 
unanimous conſent acknowledge, that 2+ judge for. the 
Lord; and with united ſupplications invoke His aid 
and direction in the diſcharge of Dur high Truſt 

The words, which we have choſen for this ſolem. 
nity, contain 


Firſt, A Poſition, that Judges or the publick Mini 
ſters of 7a/tice, judge for the Lord. 


 » Secondly, An Admonition to them, therefore to tak 


Our preſent buſineſs ſhall be e to prove the Po. 
ſition: and thence 24% to enforce the Admonition. 

The truth of che Poſition ſeems deducible from theſe 
two arguments. | 

Firſt, The Judges judge for the Lord, becauſe the 
Lau, by which they judge, are, or ought to be, found. 
ed in ſome Natural Law, and are ratifyd in general 
by the Poſitive Law of God. 


Secondly, Becauſe the Authority, by which they judge, 
18 _ from God. | 

%, The Miniſters of Zuftice may be ſaid 70 judee 
for the Lord, becauſe 


the Zquity of Human Laws 1 
— founded 
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A f 

ty © 
4 L 
thor o 
Fol 
ble de 
nicipa 
Gener 


Wild 


at St. Marys in Oxro xd. 


funded in the Lau of Nature, which is the Law of 
od; and ſecondly, becauſe the Obligation of them is 
ratify'd by bis iti Law. | 5 
And firſt, they Judge for the Lord, becauſe the Zquz- 
e of the Laws, by which they Judge, is founded in 
al the Law of Nature, which is the Law of God, the au- 
"> nor of Nature. | : 
For all Human Laus are but particular and equita- 
7 ble determinations of the Law of Nature: and the Mu- 
8 nicipal Laws of a Nation are but the ſeveral iſſdes of the 
4, NCenera Law of Nations, which muſt vary with che di- 
verlitys found in the genius, intereſts and commerce 
of every ſingle people. There are Original maxims of 
5 ice, the Characters of good and ge (4 and wrong; 
* which, being founded in the ſtability of things, cannot 
U. I be ply d to the policys of State; nor {a ſubmit to the 


u Lepravitys of Government, as to efZabliſh iniquity by 
— alaw. And as Human Laws approach theſe original 
4 Statutes of Nature without mixture or multiplicity of 
m. (%, fo they reſemble them the more in the extent of 


their uſe and length of their duration. As thoſe are u- 
wiverſal, receiv d by all nations; ſo theſe are more ge- 
neral, embrace d by many: as thoſe excel in eternity, 
ſo do theſe in antiquity. Thus the laws of ſome an- 
cient States are celebrated at this day, tho' the ſlates 
z hemſelves are almoſt buried in oblivion; theſe reliques 
ate Hof their Policy remaining the great teſtimonys of their 
Wiſdom, as the ruins of their Temples are of their Ar- 

> chitecture. : 
„% But let us conſider the body of the Jeu⁰α⁰ law 
which is tranſmitted down entire, tho that People be 
diſſipated and diſpers'd among the Natio:$ under the 
, curſe of Cain. Thoſe laws, 7 how ſbalt not kill, T hou 
ne / % not Heal, Thou ſhalt not commit adultery, Thou 
ſhalt not bear falſe witneſs, or if there be any other 
commandment contain d in the comprehenfion of that 
TY kink T hou ſhalt not covet, Think ye that theſe com- 
ge menc'd their obligation at mount Sinaz? no: They 
had an antecedent Promulgation and an antecedent | 
ve Moree upon the Jews before that folemn Period, being 
| proclaim d 


ener — —ů ů — * 
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Exod. 20. deliver d with 4ghtnings and thundrings and Tempeſt: 


& Heb. 12. 


Exod. 21, 
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proclaim'd by the /?i// voice of Nature, before they were 
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or in the Scriptural figure, They were engraven on the 
fleſhly tables of therr heart, before they were wrote a 
tables of ſtone. | | 
And thoſe Laws concerning wrongs and treſpaſle, 
22-23- and the ſeveral Aeſtitutions to be made, and Penalty; 
to be ſuffer'd, proportion'd to the circumſtances of the 
Fuck, how equitable determinations are all zheſe of thoſe 
general Laws contain'd in the ſecond Table? 

And as to the Precepts of the Ceremonial Law, in 
the diſtinction of meats, and of habits, and divers waſh 
ings, and the like; tho' their wiſe Lawgiver, who looks 
through long futurity, might frame theſe ro ſpiritual 
deſigns, for ſhadows of good things to come; and might 
place them as a partition wall to incloſe that deſultoty 
People from the mixture of other Nations; tho' He 
might beſides theſe viſible ends have more and greater 

folded up with them in the myſterious depths of his 
Providential wiſdom ; yet doubtleſs theſe Laws were 
in themſelves, and in their immediate intention, framd 
and calculated to the nature, the intereſts, the preju- 
dices, and the climate of the Fewiſh Nation. 

So that upon the ſurvey of their whole Polity, Moſes 
meaſures the excellency of their Laws not from the dig- 
nity of God above other Lawgivers and Founders of 
States, but from the intrinſick Wiſdom and Juſtice of the 
Laws themſelves; which made that people tho' the 
leaſt of the nations in territory, yet the greateſt in po- 


peut 4. 7. Iicy. What nation is there ſo great, that hath flatutes 


and judgements ſo righteous, as all this law, which 7 ſet 

before you this day? | 
This rational challenge which the Zew!ſh, the fewelt 
of all people, made to their neighbouring Nations, may 
as juſtly be reſum'd by this our Kingdom to Nations 
greater and mightier than Ourſel ves, concerning the wil- 
dom and righteouſneſs of our Laws. For what Nation 
7s there ſo great, that hath ordinances and flatutes 10 
wiſe 2 which are not as in other States impoſed by the 
capricious Edicts of a Monarch, nor extorted by the 
= injudi- 


J 


r | 
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jnjudicious violence of che People, but are form'd and 
and enacted by the concurrent wiſdom of a National 
nate, aſſembled every yeat in out Capital City, like 
the Sanbedrim at Jeruſalem out of every Tribe, to re- 
pair the laws, as well as to order the affairs" of the hoſe 
if Iſtael: compoſed of Perſons, who by the variety of 
their intelligences and latitude of experience and height 
of their ſtation, have an abſolute view of the natures 
and diſpoſitions of the People, their conditions and ne- 
cellities, their factions and combinations, their animo- 
ſities and diſcontents; and therefore form their Laws 
according to this compound and _ policy, not to 
the ſpeculative maxims of ancient Politicks, nor to the 
incompatible models of foreign Governments. 
And by their Annual 92 it comes to paſs, that 
the inconveniencies arifing in the nature of our Laus, 
their inconformity to the times, their incompetency to 
their ends, which could not be provided againſt by 
the ſagacity of .our Anceſtors, are reſorm'd by the ex- 
perience of their Succeſfors : ſo that Time by the ſame 
lteps, that it reduces all other things to decay, raiſcs 
our Laws to a gradual perfection. ks Fe 
What nation is there fo great, that hath ordinances 0 
righteous ? ſiuce they are not only founded in Zyuiiy, 
but are by a legal Appeal determin'd in it's Courts; 
where the rigour of Common Juſtice is mitigated, and 
it's evaſions revers'd by a mild and juſt deciſion. 
And as Human Laws may be accounted the laws of 4 
God, as being founded on the Law of Nature, which | 


is the law of God, ſo 
Secondly, Are they made ſo, as being ratify d by his 


Pgſitiue ordinance... | | I 

For the firſt Planters of Chriſtianity laid this univer- 
ſal command on all is Profeſſors, living under whate- 
ver form of government, 70 ſubmit themſelves to every r ver. 2.13. 
ordinance of man for the Lord's ſake: tor as the Powers 

that be, are ordain d of God, ſo the Laws enacted by Rom. 13.1. 
thole Powers are confirm'd by his authority. So chat 
whereas under the darkneſs of Heatheniſm the people 

were ſubjet? for wrath, under the light of Chriltia- 
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Rom. r3.5, Uity they mult he ſubiect 170 or conſcience [ajy, 
F 


Acts 4. 19. 


Rom. 13.2. 


"Now it Chriſtjapjty thus cſtabliſh' the Legiſlatut 
of Heathen Empęrdurs, whilſt they by a. barbaroy 
retaliation endeayour d to deſtroy it's Laws and to rog; 
out it's Profeſſſon, how much father does it eſpouſe 
and ratify the All; ju of thoſe Chriſtian Princes, where 
the Church is embody'd, with the State, where the Ec. 
cleſiaſtical government is protected by, the Civil, as the 
Rod of Aaron was by the Scepter of Moſes? Doubtlek 
in theſe Chriſtian, Nations, which are, God's peculiar 
people, where the ſecular Powers are not only the Org. 
ances of God but confirm Hic, we mult needs be jub. 
Jeck not only for wrath, but allo for conſcience ſake. © 

Thoſe Edicts, Statutes, or Decrees,. that are con- 
trary to the fundamental Laws of Equiiy, are cancelld 
by the Law of Nature, which is antecedent in time 
and ſuperior in force to any human inſtitution, Thole 
that contradict the Laws of Religion, are cancell'd by 
the Lau of Revelation, which tho' not antecedent in 
time, is ſuperior in force even to the Lau of Nature 
Be They the laws of the Medes and Perſians which alter 
not, yet they mult give place to the Lau of Nature 
which cannot, and much more to the Law of Revela- 
tion, which wz// never alter. As the three Tſraelyes 
were not {way'd from Judaiſm to Idolatry by the dread 
of the burning fiery furnace, nor the Apoſtles from 
Chriſtianity to Judaiſm by the concerted terrour of the 
Council; ſo in like caſes, where the Magiſtrate com- 
mands things contrary to the commands of God, caſes 
which ſeldom happen but are often pretended, the 
Scripture hath furniſh'd us not only #S examples but 
alſo with a reply, whether it be right in the figbt of God 
zo hearken unto you more than unto God, Judge ye. But 
in caſes of Natural right, which are agreeable both to 
Reaſon and Chriſtianity, and in indifferent manters, 
matters only of Peſitive right, which are repugnant to 


. 
N * 


neither, in theſe caſes They that reſiſt, ſhall receive to. 


themſelves damnation. N 

Thus then we conclude, that our Municipal Laws 
when EnaGed from the Throne, are to be look d upon 
as touch by the Scepter of God. We 


at St, Mary n Ox PR b. * 

We proceed to our ſecond argument, that the Judges 
vage for the Lord, becauſe £2 
" Sxcondly, The Authority, by which they Judge, is 
ene 

All Power, Juriſdiction, Dominion is original in 
God ; but in Princes and ſubordinate Rulers it is dele- 
gited and depending: and however this power by in- 
termediate con veyances may be transfer d from Princes 
to Judges, from Judges to inferiour Magiltrates, yet at 
the end of this chain {till the delegation of this power 
is originally from God, tho' mediately from Man. 

The greateſt Emperours, that ſeem moſt abſolute in 
their Dominions and Sovereign in their Titles, are but 
s inſtruments in the hand of Providence, to execute 
11/4 vrach, or to diſtribute benefits ro Mankind: and ſuch 
an abuſe of this power, by oppreſſing their Subjects, or 
invading their Neighbours, as diſclaims their ſubjection 
by 0 that God, who 7s higher than the Higheſt, is as un- 16. 32. 15. 
in natural, as F the rod ſhowd ſhake it ſeſ againit them 
ire har It it up, or as if the flaff ſhould lift up it ſelf, as 
Ji were no wood, | | 
Tis by the delegation of God, that a Rings reign; 


1 tis by his commiſſion, that all Princes decree Fuftice : 
fog and when they invelt their Miniſters with a Judicial 


ad power, they do but transfer, not give, the donation of 
| Heaven. What Magiſtrate or ſubordinate Ruler could 


om | „4 4 
upon higher grounds magnify his Authority than Pi- 
" late, placed in the government of Juaea by 1 greateſt 
es Authority then on earth? But our Lord who gave anto 


he Ceſar the things that were Cæſar s, teſtifys to Kings 
and their depending Miniſters by his anſwer to Pilate, 
/ | "bat the Civil Government could not have that ſu- 
pream power 70 Kill or to releaſe him, but not any John 19.10. | 
power at all again him, except it bad been given him | 
5 from above, not from Cæſar but from God. 

| Neither is this Judicial Authority leſs derivative in 


2g the moſt popular Republick, than in the moſt _ 

tick e 0 and that Power of Pilate over the life 
„ of our Lord, had it been deliver'd by the annual Con- 
n | ſul, as it was by an Emperour, it muſt have been equally 


B 2 groen 
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given him from above, not from Rome but from Heayen, 

Tho' therefore thoſe late filthy Dreamers, who ng 
only deſpiſe but invert Dominzons, reſolve all powe 
originally into the people, making Princes and * 
with the various moulds of Government to be ther 
original Workmanſhip, for their pleaſure and 'vk 
created, and by. their decree to be annihilated; tho 
theſe Serpents by their poiſonous infuſions have lon 
tempted our Nation to it's ruin, as, the old Serpent by 
our firſt Parents, aſſuring them, not that they ſhouli 
be, but that they are, as Gods : yet as Scripture tells us 
that God made the People themſelves ; ſo Reaſon tell 
us, He muſt have Dominion over the work of his hands: 
and that this Dominion muſt be ſupream, over the molt 
mighty Nation; as it is everlaſting, before the molt 
ancient. No immemorial Antiquity of Origine can 
preſcribe againſt the Supremacy of the Eternal, nor 
multitude of People diſpute it with the Omniporent, 
The Lord is King, be the 'people never ſo impatient. 
And he has ſhew'd us that he is Our King in a mercitul, 
we way ſay, in a miraculous, manner; by overruling 
this zmpatient People, into whom this evil Spirit wa ad 
infuſed, and turning its fury againſt thoſe Perſons, 


con 
who, tho' they had infuſed, could not eject nor relili I Ju. 
it: but were compell'd to retire with the confuſion W ou 


of thoſe defeated Exorciſts, the ſeven ſons of Sceva, Ml the 
whom the Man poſſeſſed with the evil Spirit leapt upon ex 


465 19.16, and overcame and prevail; ſo that they fled away na 


wounded and nated. 


Bur bleſſcd be our God, who hath himſelf caſt this tre 
evil Spirit out of our People; ſo that they now fit ©} d 
down quiet and in their right mind. Yea bleſſed be WW yy 
our Lord, who in his late deciſive Controverſy, for if th 
we conſider it in 1t's Right, in it's Proceſs, in its Iffue, I v 
we mult ſay, ir? was the Lord's Controverſy ; bleſſed be 7 
his Name, who thereby hath reeſtabliſt'd thoſe Do- {; 
ctrines, which are the pillars of our Conſtitution, on 
their ancient baſis, we are aſſurd beyond the force of In 
argument, and we hope beyond the attempts of Re- 
bell:on, The Nation has been Judge, and the mo 1 

$ 
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has given it's publick verde? in right of that Apoſto- 
ical Doctrine, that the Powers that be, are ordain'd of 
c; whether 7t be the King as Supream, or thoſe that 
are put in authority under him. And in the whole 

ourſe of our Magiſtracy, which by a regular ſubor- 
Sination of Courts aſcending like the ſteps in Solomon's 
Throne, lead up to the Regal Authorny, there is no 
Miniſter of Jultice, but who is a/ſo the Miniſter of 
C; and as ſuch, is ſecur'd from contempt or reſiſtance 
not only for wrath, but alſo for conſcience ſake, not 
only by the terror of the ſecular Sword, but of Eter- 
nal Damnation. 

But in our excellent Conſtitution there are ſome who 
move, as 1t were, 1n a ſuperior orb : whom when God 
by the hands of the Prince inveſts with his Authority, 
he dignifys with his Title; ratifying it, as it were, by 
2 publick Declaration, I have ſaid, Je are Gods. Thus oc. 82. 6. 
he who is a Judge ambng Gods, has plac d Tou as Gods 
among Men: or rather the ſimilitude of order and equa- 
lity of number leads us to conſider ; that as in found- 
ing the Spiritual Hierarchy the twelve Apoltles were 
advanc'd above their fellow Chriſtians, and with a 
commiſſion to bind and looſe, were .plac'd on Thrones 
Tudeing the tribes of Iſrael: ſo in the eſtablifhment of 
our civil Polity are Tuelbe exalted above the level of 
their fellow Subjects, and with a commiſſion of a like 
extent, tho' of a different kind, are ſeated on Tribu- 
nals Judging the diviſions of our Land. | 

The ſtanding Courts of Judicature plac'd in the Me- 
tropolis of our Nation, over which They preſide, are 
the primary Fountains and great Repoſitorys of Zuape- 
ment and Juſlice: from whence by the conveyance of 
theſe Circuits diſtributed thro' the land, the happineſs 
wiſh'd to Zadah, is accompliſh'd in this Kingdom, that 
Judgement runs down like Water, and Righteouſneſs Ames 5.24. 
like a mighty Stream. 


Let us then recolle& and unite theſe two Argu- 
ments : and 


Fil, Since Human Laws are generally founded 
in ſome Natural Law, and always ratify d by * Po- 
itive 


Deut. r. 17. every man and his brother: for, lays he, the uagemem 


Pf. 82. 2. 


22. 2. 
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tive Law of God; ſince they may be accounted God 
Laws both by a Natural right and by Eſpouſal: and 

Secondly, Since the uaicial Authority of Magiſtrates 
is deriv'd from God and confirm'd by his Oralnance 
ſince the Laws and Authority, by which they judge 
is God's, therefore we may juſtly infer that they jug; 
for the Lord. : = 

Upon theſe accounts Moſes in his Charge to the 
Judges, (the repreſentatives of himſelf as he was ef 
God,) commands them Zo judge righteon/ly between 


16 G. So that according to the judgement of that 
inſpird Lawgiver, God not only confirms the Law 
and Authority, but ratifys the ſentence of Magiſtrate 

But ehoſhaphat in his Charge farther adds, that 
God not only authoriſes the whole Proceſs, bur afliſk 
in the execution. For as Moſes tells the _ odges tha 
the judgement is God's, fo Jehoſhaphat allures them, 
that God 7s with them in the judeement. 

David carrys this argument higher in his reprehen- 
ſion to the Judges. How long will pe judge unjuftly, 
and accept the perſons of the wicked ? for God (lays he) 
ſtanabib in the congregation of the mighty : ſtandeih he 
only as an inſpector of their fidelity? or an aſſiſtant of 
their inability? yes, more than this, he judgeth among 
the Gods. 

Whatever the concurrent teſtimonys of theſe Kings 
may amount to, how high ſoever theſe expreſlions 
may ariſe, they certainly fall in with an additional 
weight ro our former arguments. 

If then according to our Poſition, which we hope 
is fully eſtabliſh'd, the Judges judge for the Lord, if the 
jadeement be His, if He be wth them in the judeement, 
if He jnageth among tbem; how natural, how ſtrong 
is the inference for them, zo tale heed what they do? 


which admonition we {hall under our /ecord General 


enforce from theſe three conſiderations. | 
Firſt, Of the great difficulty in a faithful and full 

diſcharge of this high Truſt, wherein they Jade in 

God's ſtead. | | 


Secondh, 


at St. Mary's in Oxr ORD. 
Secanaly, Of it's great importance to the welfare of 


the People, over whom they are Zuages. 


Thirdly, Of it's final importance to their eternal Sal- 


vation. And 


Firſt, The great difficulty, that is requir'd to a faith- . 


ful and full diſcharge of Their high Truſt, ſhould in- 
duce the Zuapes to take heed what they ab. 


For = judge in God's ſtead ; and ſhould endeavour 
to acquit themſelves not as Men but as Gods, with whoſe 


authority they are invelted, and whole titles they bear. 


The difficulty of this high Truſt appears, I/, in the 
knowledge of our Laus, 2d{y, in the Execution. 

Firf?, In the knowledge of Our Laus. 

As no man can comprehend the difficulty of any 
Science, but he who has ſearch d into the foundation 
and jatricacys of it; ſo none but the Maſters of /ſrgel, 
the Oracles of our Lau, can conceive, none can deſcribe 
the vaſt extent and involutions of ir, St 

Let us conſider only one ſingle Lam: to know the 
grounds and times not only of it's firſt enact ing, but 
of it's ſucceſſive alterations, what additions it has re- 
cely'd in ſome Reigns, what limitations in others, and 
the moſt important and deciſive Iſſues of it in a great 
variety of Caſes: and if this comprehenſion, which is 
neceſlary to the knowledge of each ſingle Lau, be ex- 
tended to the complex Body of our Laws, great in an- 
tiquity, in policy, in extent and in number, this juſti- 
ys the character of them given by our renown'd Hilto- 
tian, the ſupream Judge of their Right, and ſurely the 
belt of their Excellency, when — the utmoſt depth 


freſpe& and loftineſs of expreſſion he ſtyles © the C cur. nin. 
mon Law an admirable and great myſtery, upon which Vol. L. lib. 4. 


no Man look d with greater affection, reverence and 
ſubmiſſion. ; 1 
And as the comprehenſion of this knowledge is ex- 
treamly difficult, ſo 
Secondly, Is the application of it render d more ſo in 
he Adminiſtration of Juſtice. For to diſcern the right 
f a Cauſe, not only under it's own intricacy and ils 
imilitude and coincidence with others, but thro' the 
| the 
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the partial Informations wherein it is aun, and xi 

tificial Repreſentations where with it is end, andy 

purſue it thro' the windings, the ſtratagtm, and con 

tention of pleading, and to ſupport it under the defedh 

and ſuppreſſion of witneſs, and the forg'd and coun. 

terteſtimonys of direct perjury, and combination of zi 

N factious or purchas d Jury, Theſe things require ſuch 

Exod. 18. able men, as Jethro directs, men of ſo ſtrong, fo caps 

21. cious, and ſo piercing an intellect; that the Character 

which injur d Mephiboſbeth gave to David in his own 

Cauſe, ought to be found in the Judges of the people, 

2 Sam. 19. ſurely they ought to be as Angels of God to diſcern but 
37: ® 14: and good. 

They ought to be as Angels not only in the per. 

fection of their knowledge but of nature, and to be 

plac d beyond the pollibility of corruption as well x 

errour : they ought to be form'd after the pattern of 

Jethro, to be Men not only able in Judgement but up 

right in Affections, Men not only knowing but /ouny 

truth, not only diſcerning but hating covetonſneſs. For 

what ſon of Man is there ſo perfect above his brethren, 

Wai. 10. 15. as to be able to ſhake his hands from holding of bribe, 

which cleave like a Leproſy or the curſe 3 entail! {em 

whole integrity is fo harden'd againſt the natural im. 1 

preſſions, either of pity, as not zo reſpect a poor man in ſo h 

his cauſe; or of nature, as not to be mov'd by the at lers, 

tection of Relations; or of gratitude, as not to be ſwayd Cau 

by the ſollicitation of Patrons ? whoſe integrity is fo nd 

uncourtly and unpoliſh'd, as to reject the interpoſitiom tne 

of great Men, of the Mighty and the Noble? or, what the 

is more, to withſtand the impetuous ſway and tyranny I dr 

of Faction, which by a Sacrilegious power ſubdueth al Th 

things unto it ſelf? lafily, if in theſe particulars they e! 

come up to the pattern of Jethro, if they be men Joving 4 

truth and hating covetouſueſs; yet who is found ſo ſtout, nul 

ſo courageous, as to contend with the great Oppreſſon | ©1 

and Extortioners in defence of the Widow, the Orphan, if 

and the Poor; to break the jaw bones of thoſe Lions, met 

and to pluck the ſpoil from between their teeth? who be 

under the certain proſpect of ruin, under the open me. | 
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aces and undermining malice of their proud wrath, 


chat reſolute deliverer of the poor can ſay with the 
icrnal deliverer, I have ſet my face hke a flint? Upon ibi. 50. 7, 


te whole we cannot but conclude, that the Queſtion 


oncerning the difficulty of the Eccleſiaſtical Miniſtry, 


may juſtly be ask d of the diſtribution of juſtice, who 


2 Cor 2. 16. 


cient for theſe things? | 
1 cannot but congratulate Thoſe that are veſted 


in this high employment, that they are advanc'd by a 


Prince equal to Jehoſhaphar no leſs in Juſtice than Devo- 

tion: who as in Her whole Adminiſtration, ſo in the 

execution of Fudgement has as great regard to the Rights 

of Her People as to her Own, and'a greater to their 

Privil:dees, than to the extent of Her Prerogative. Who 

therefore when She girds on Her Servants the ſword of 

Juftice, does it with no reſervations or implicit con- 

tormity to Her own Will, but with an impartial re- 

zard to Truth, declaring to them, 2+ Judge not for 

He, but for the Lord. 2 
And we cannot but congratulate likewiſe Our/elves, 

that in one great particular our Sovereign reſembles 

Tehoſhaphat ; For as He at the ſame time /ez 2 2Chron. 19. 

lem of the Levites and of the Pries and of the chief 

i the Fathers in Iſrael for the Judgement of the Lord; 

o has our Sovereign reaſſembled our Eccleſiaſtical Ru- 

lers, the chief of the Prieſts and of the Fathers of our 

Church: and has by her Royal Licence empower d, 

and by her gracious Letters encouraged them, ſaying, in 

tne words of that good King, Deal courageouſly and the » chro. 19. 

the Lord ſhall be with the good. Bleſſed be the memory of 

our Prince, who hath thus in full Convocation reſtor d 

Them to their Original Juriſdiction ; and Bleſſed be the 

memory of thoſe Juke, who have confirm'd it. But 
Secondly, The great importance, which a juſt admi- 

nitration of Za/tice has on the welfare of the people, 

requires the Judges to tale heed what they do. 
When David reprov d the Judges of Jſrael, he bids 

them to conſider, how by their Male. adminiſtration aft ex. 82. ;. 

the foundations of the earth were out of conrſe. 

Indeed as the Government, 8 of Iſrael only, but 
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of every Nation 1s founded on the conſtitution of its 
Laws, and diſſolv'd by the ſubverſion of them; fo the 


intermediate periods of its grandeur or declenſion are 


viſible in the ſteady or remiſs execution of them. The 7 
N of Juſtice will keep it upon its foundation, ap 
when it is under the greateſt agitations of Religion; . Þ 


but the uncertainty of Fu/fice will overturn it, when 
Religion is uniform and in us perfection. This we read |, 
in the deſtiny of ancient Rome, who became the Em. 


preſs of the world more by the invitation of her Zuftice, 5 
than terrour of her Arms; who by the ſteddineſs of 17 
her Laws flouriſh'd to that unparalleld height under I daf 


all the diverſitys of Heatheniſm, but by the diſorders of I ff 
Them witherd under the influences of Chriſtianity, aft 
This we fee in our neighbouring Sale, ſmall in terrt- 
tory but great in power, whilſt She invites all the op- of: 
preſſed and obnox1ous to retreat to the impartial bar of IM the 
Her Tribunal,tho' they go to an hundred Altars. What it! 
we read of in ancient Nations, what we ſee in our Co- Co 
temporarys, we have read of old, and we ſce at preſent, I ar 
in our Own. | 203 

We ſce how in this Nation, a Nation free in the poſ- ite 
ſeſſion of their Propertys, and too free in the choice I at 
of their Religion, a Nation ſway'd to and fro by the zm 
ſuperior motions of the Mighty, and the undercurrent N jy 
intereſts of the People, and mov'd exceedingly by con- pic 
tending and excentric Factions, yet we ſee how by the per 
uniformity of Juftice all is held ſecure, and firm upon | 
its old Eſtabliſhment : neither can the contrary ſtrug- I cal 
glings of many Religions, nor the joynt attacks of Irre- tin 
ligion, nor the ſtrong convullions of Partys at home, I rel 
nor the ſtronger of War abroad move it out of its place. | 

We have all read, many of us have ſeen, the reverſe I rio 


of theſe things in that tragical Rebellion: we ſaw how ing 


Kings 18, 
4144. 


that mighty Tempeſt reſembling Elias, in which gif 

there was an abundauce F rain, was gather d from a wk 

cloud no bigger than a mans hand; it aroſe only from N wb 

the violation of ſome few Lau, if it might be callda Ke 

violation which was only a reviving of obſolete; the 5, 

People (as the great Hiſtorian remarks) being more "5 | 
griev 
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riev'd at the breach of a few Laus, than pleas'd with 
the full polleſſion of all the reſt. Neither could this 
Grievance be balanc'd by the excellency of our Religion, 
which was then ſo conſummate, chat if in any age, wary 
in that Reign, our Daughter of Sion appear d in perfe 
beauty : no, nor by the excellency of our King; who, 
25 in regard to the proſperity of the Church, bad great 
delight in her beauty, ſo in regard to the welfare of the 


State, took care above all Kings 0 cloath the daughters 284m. 12. 


of Jeruſalem in Scurlet, and to put on them the ornaments 
of gold; and of whom in regard both to the Eceleſiaſti- 
cal and Civil government, it may, it muſt, be juſtly 
affirm'd that before him there aroſe few hke him, neither 
after him will any be Superior. 

And when thro' chis good Kings pretended breach of 
of a few Laws the Uſ/urper had aſcended his Throne by 
the ſubverſion of all; yer he wiſely ſecur'd himſelf in 
it by the reſtitution and exerciſe of Tem; and fix d his 
Government more by the {word of Zaflice than of his 
Army. For what but the Current of Juſtice returning 
again to 1ts ancient channels, and viſiting the land with 
theſe annual Circuits could have render'd this Nation 
at that time ſo flouriſhing in trade, ſo formidable in 
arms, tho' weaken'd as yet under the depopulations of 
War, tho' diſtracted by the abſurd mixtures of Reli- 
gion, tho' broken by the 1mperious ſway of the Uſur- 
per, that rod! of God's anger, that Haff of his indignation. 

So Pacihic, we ſce, is the influence of Juſtice, as to 
calm the moſt raging diſtractions of a People; ſo Mu- 
tinous are Her complaints, as to ſummon up a general 
rebellion, and to proclaim war in all their gates. 

But tho' Rebellion and all the miſchiefs of an infe- 
riour ſize, (the ſad but ſure conſequences of pervert- 
ing Judgement) may juſtly impreſs this caution on Ma- 
giltrates, to Fake heed what they do, yet ſurely it be- 
comes us who miniſter before the Lord, as well as thoſe 
who judge for the Lord, to conſider the pernicious ef- 
* _ the corruptions of uſtice bring on his holy 

urch. 


Atheiſm, no leſs than Idolatry, is an iniguity 70 be job 31. as, 
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puniſh'd by the Judge; and Schiſm is a fin, if withoy 
the Cognilance, yet under the diſcountenance of the 
Lew: yet neither 1s Schiſm ſo multiply'd by the for. 
cery of Seducers, nor Atheiſm by > 
Scotters, as Both are by the corruptions of Juſtice. 
For when a Man obnoxious to the ſtroke of Ju/tice 
thall take ſanctuary under a Schiſm ; and ſhall not only 
ſhelter his villanys, but carry his unjuſt Caſe by the 
intereſt of ſome {pendid Schiſmatick, or the united ef. 
forts of a Party, where ſhould ſuch an one ſeek for 
Religion, but where he finds ſuch protection? whoſe 
Gods ſhould he follow, but Theirs who are able to dt. 
lrver after this ſort? " 
Again when the balance of Z#/t:ce, like the mer. 
cenary Scales of Merchandiſe, ſhall be turn'd by the 
weight of ſilver: when the ſons of Belial ſhall be lt: 
ter'd to walk in the Temple of Juſtice for hire, ſaying 
of the innocent, wha? wilt thou give, and I will betray 
him unto thee? When the iſſues not of trivial Propertys 
but of great Eſtates ſhall be determin'd by ſuborn d and 
l:b. 6. 13. Well concerted Evidence, when an oath, which far 
confirmation is the end of all firife, ſhall be deſecrated 
to perplex and darken the Right; when that Name by, 
Heb. 6. 16, Which the Eternal ſweareth as being unable to ſwear by 
a greater, when the name of God ſhall ſign the counter. 
perjurys of Men; what thoughts can vulgar minds en- 
tertain of Religion? in what ſuſpence muſt they be, 
when the foundations of it are thus ſhaken ? ſpeculz 
tive Atheiſm vented in Books and Pamphlets does littl: 
hurt, flying over the heads and hearts of the vulgar: 
but when that which they cannot ſee in ſpeculation, 
they feel in its effects, when they feel it too ſenſibly 
in the loſs of their eſtates, when they behold to theit 
hurt Juſtice turn'd an Extortioner or a Felon, and 
Religion become Her Accomplice, and by falſe oaths 
confirm Jer falſe allegations ; alas! how muſt 750 
abandon them to all thoſe poiſonous infuſions, which 
Atheiſm or Infidelity can inſtill? 5 
We acknowledge uh all rhankfulneſs, that in the 
redrels of theſe evils our exhortaton is prevented wy 
the 
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he approv d Zeal of Thoſe, before whom we ſpeak- 
We need not exhort Thoſe who have been ſo zealous 


r God's Church, to be as jealous for his holy Name, 
ud to vindicate it from the blaſphemy of the lewd 


Hrelings in perjury, to diſcover thoſe lurking /nft- 
elt, that preſume to ſwear falſely by it even in Their 
Prelence, and with a reſentment like unto God's to 
cauſe their anger to ſmoak againſt that man. 

And ſince God himſelf is with you in the Judgement, 
Fanding in the congregation of Gods, and by his pre- 
ſence conſecrates the Courts of Juſtices et Your zeal, 
like our Lord's, purge out thence the pollutions of Bri- 
bery under all. it's infidious addreiles and popular 
names: let it take heed, that even 2511 houſe of God 
may no more be made an houſe of merchandiſe, and 
that the Scales of Juſtice may henceforth be kept as 
the balance of the Sanctuary. 

To theſe publick ends was your Power given and 
by theſe will it be exacted and recompenc'd : for tho 
God declares to You your dignity, ſaying, 77 are Gods; 
yet in the fame verſe he reminds You of your Morta- 


liy, ſaying, that Te ruſt dye like men and fall lite rl. 8. 3. 


one of the Princes. Which leads me to enforce this Ad- 
monition of the Text on the Judges of the People, 

Thirdly, From the Conſideration of it's final impor- 
tance to their own Salvation. 

For the Time approaches, when theſe Zudiciary or- 
naments, the venerable robes of honour, muſt be ex- 
chang'd for the common and lowly garb of mortality : 
when Ze, who have now a ſuperiority over the pri- 
ſons of the Nation, muſt go down Your ſelves to the 
comprehenſive priſon of the Grave : where we ſhall 
lye 5 the great without diſtinction, the 
imall without dread, where the 
of the Oppreſſour, nor the omen of the Judge. 

This conlideration ſhould incline 7 hoſe who ſit on 
the ſeat of Judicature, to look down with a fraternal 
commiſeration on thoſe that tremble at their Tribunals: 
and however they may now ſtand diſtinguiſh'd from 
Them by the infamy of their bonds, the emblem as well 

as 
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Deut. 29.20. 


poor hear not the voice Job. 3. 18 
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Job. 17. 14. 
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Gen. 18. 25. 
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as reward of their more infamous ſins, yet {till to cu in * 
ſider them as Brethren, and by their preſent merey if) © 
demonſtrate that alliance, which they muſt conkW{' 
when they go down together 10 the bars of the pit, whel ? 
both the Judge and they that are judged ſhall lye j 
one common priſon, and acknowledge one commy 
parent, ſaying to Corruption, thou art our Father. 

And as the beſt Men ſubmit to the arreſt of Dex 
with a natural dread, and attend their releaſe in ths 
Reſurrection with a joyful expectation ; fo let th; 
thoughts of the impriſonment You dread, and of th: 
releale You expect, create in You a reluctance in con 
fining, and a delight in delivering, your captive bie 


thren. amil 


But this fruitful contemplation mult not end in thi 
grave, the place of forgetfulneſs : tor as in the court 
of Civil Zaſtice Delinquents are reſerv'd in priſon, ine! 
order to be brought before Your Tribunals; ſo in the He 
Oeconomy of the Divine 27 7s appornted to Men once ff ＋* 
dye, but after that the udgement. I 

Then comes on that great and general Mixe, where all 
by an impartial deciſion of all the 7 rya/s between thee" 
Oppreſſour and Impotent, the Extortioner and Father- 
leſs which were adjourn'd hence, and by a publick re age 
verſion of thoſe which have been given on the wrong 
ſide, The Scoffer and Infidel ſhall acknowledge, ſhall 
eternally feel, chat the Judge of all the earth will db 
rizht : before whole zadeement ſeat no factious ſidings 
ar combinations of great Men, ſupported by the tu- 
multuous voice of the multitude, which 2 with 
his Judges, ſhall prevail with Him; where no collu- 
lion or blinding of Evidence, no ſubornation of mer. 
cenary Jurys, where no expectation. of popular fame, 
or grandeur, or dependencys, or flattery, or reſpect 9 
perſons, ſhall influence the Scales of his eternal 7#- 


mitte 


And as a Men ſhall give an account of tbeir per- 
ſonal c, whether good or bad; ſo (hall they like- 
wile for the execution of their publick Truſts, whe- 


ther legal or unjuſt, Where Aiugs aud all that are 
put 
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in authority under them, ſhall be judg d not only as 
erty Nea, but as Governours of his people; not only as 
conte clors of their private actions, but as Adminiſtrators 
\ wheel publick affairs. When as the great Maſlacres of 
| lye iriſtians by ambitious Wars or bloody Perſecutions 
2mm Mall be exacted of the great Oppreſſours of the Earth; 
e condemnation of the innocent, the oppreſſion of 
Deat 
ct the 
of the 
N Con 
e bre 


to cor 


f the ſubordinate Rulers of the people: and in that 


4 mighty men ſhall be mightily tormented. 

Since then there 1s a day appointed, when the par- 
cular Judgements of Human tribunals ſhall be re- 
amin'd at the Judgement ſeat of God, ſince all their 
in thi 
courſe 
ON, in 
in the 
ne to 


mitted in the ro//s human Courts, or effac'd by the 
livion of Time, are enroll'd in the faithful records 


e alfectation of external dignity and ſtate; for what 
; all this temporary pomp, what this narrow con- 
en the Vence of the Nation, when compar d to the majeſtick 
ather.MWory of that Day, when the Lord {hall deſcend to 
ck re. Nie the world, when around his Throne all the An- 
Nd Reck hoſts, Cherubim and Seraphim, ſhall be gather'd 
ſuaf i ſpectators, all people, nations, and languages ſhall 
„% ſummon' d as Delinquents ? no: let it be tranſcrib'd 
dino MW che diſtribution of Juſtice, in Righteouſneſs and 
e tn. Ne; Righteouſneſs is your rule, and Mercy is your 
with W'pectation : Judge in righteouſneſs, and fo ſhall ye be 
-oll,. Nr when ye are judg d; but judge allo in mercy, and 
mer. W ſhall you find mercy, ſuch mercy as ſhall re joyce 
fame, Nun/t judgement. | | 

In a word: ſince ye not only judge for the Lord, 
| 7. Wt (hall be judg'd by him, Therefore take heed what 

40. 5 | | 


where 


E7XN7 £; 


e fatherleſs, the grinding of 7he poor ſhall be requir'd 


kcilions whether right or wrong, however diſguis d or 


Heaven; let then that final Retribution of Juſlice 
tranſeribd in Your preſent Adminiſtration : not in 


19 


y 4 ſharp judgement ſhall be to them in high plates, wiid.s.y 6. 
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